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BLACK HILLS ENERGY TO REINSTATE SOLAR REBATE PROGRAM 

 
Program to be available June 6, 2011 at 8:00 a.m. 

 
 

PUEBLO, Colo. ― June 3, 2011 ― Black Hills Corp. (NYSE:BKH) utility subsidiary Black 

Hills Energy – Colorado Electric announced today that it will reinstate a new, modified solar rebate 

program on June 6, 2011 at 8:00 a.m. for all qualifying customers.  The modified program is the 

result of several months of negotiations between Black Hills Energy and all key stakeholders. 

“We have worked collaboratively with COSEIA, the Colorado Governors Energy Office, solar 

developers, contractors and the Colorado Public Utilities Commission for the last seven months to 

reach an agreement on a new solar rebate program that will be more responsive to the needs of our 

customers, our community, our regulators and our business,” said Christopher Burke, vice president 

of operations for Black Hills Energy – Colorado Electric.  

The modified solar rebate program will provide a two-part incentive to qualifying customers: a 

direct rebate to help with the cost of equipment and installation based on the installed capacity of the 

photovoltaic (PV) solar system and a production based incentive based on the amount of solar 

electricity generated by the system. Any Black Hills customer may install a PV system, but 

requirements and incentives differ according to the size the of the PV system. 

The modified program consists of specific threshold capacity limits, based on the system size, of 

new solar energy which can be funded via the Renewable Energy Standard Adjustment (RESA) 

which currently amounts to two percent of each customer’s bill.  To effectively manage these funds 

and continue to provide rebate opportunities for customers, portions of the program will temporarily 

close once a particular capacity threshold limit is reached.   

For more information, and to see if you qualify please visit 

www.blackhillsenergy.com/customers/solar_rebates/ on Monday, June 6, 2011 at 8:00 a.m. MST. 

Black Hills Energy temporarily suspended its solar program in October 2010. Due to 

unprecedented high demand, the expenses of the program significantly exceeded the RESA funding 

mechanism.  This situation prompted Black Hills Energy to restructure the program.   

 



Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP d/b/a Black Hills Energy 

Black Hills Energy serves 93,300 electric customers in 21 southeastern Colorado communities and was ranked No. 6 in 
Total Solar Watts per Customers in Solar Electric Power Association’s 2009 Utility Solar Rankings report. Black Hills 
Energy is a subsidiary of Black Hills Corp. — a diversified energy company with a tradition of exemplary service and a 
vision to be the energy partner of choice — based in Rapid City, S.D., with corporate offices in Denver and Papillion, Neb. 
Black Hills Corp. serves 763,000 natural gas and electric utility customers in Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, 
South Dakota and Wyoming and its non-regulated businesses generate wholesale electricity, produce natural gas, oil and 
coal, and market energy. Black Hills’ 2,100 employees partner to produce results that improve life with energy. More 
information is available at www.blackhillscorp.com. 
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